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IX. Some Accounts of the Fcetus in utero 
being differently affeSled by the Small Pox. 
By W. Watfon, F. R. S. 

R$aJDtz.y. Hf^HAT the human Specks fhould 
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to the Small Pox, has long be<:n obferved wirh Sur- 
prize, both by Phyficians am; Phiiofophcrs: Nor is 
it lefs extraordinary, that the Child before Birth, 
which in every Circumftancc is equally fupported by 
its receiving and circulating its Mother's Fluids, 
fhould be fo differently affected by that Diftemper. 

From the Diffe&ions of thofe who have died of 
the Small Pox, we find that the Fifcera are fubje£t 
to the variolous Abfceffes as well as the Skim but 
that the Foetus does not always partake of the In- 
fection from its Mother, or the Mother from the 
Fcetus, is the Subject of this Paper. 

About four Years fince I attended a young Man, 
a Servant to a Carpenter, who had a very putrid and 
offenfive kind of Small Pox 5 of which neverthelefs 
he recovered. His Miftrefs, during his Iilnefs, came 
frequently into his Room, and fometimes continued 
there a confidcrable Time. She was then about 
feven Months gone with Child, but had had the 
Small Pox herfelf many Years before. At the ufual 
Time (he was delivered of a Girl, whom I faw very 
foon after its Birth ? and there appeared very plain- 
ly the Marks of about forty Puftules, in different 
Parts of her Body, From this Appearance I then in- 
formed the Parents, that I apprehended the Child 
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would hereafter be very fecurc from the Infe&ion : 
But as about a Month ago the Parents thought pro- 
per to have a little Boy of theirs inoculated, I re- 
cueftcd i hat thev would oermit the before-mentioned 
Girl to be inoculated like wife. As I de fired, they 
were both inoculated, from a Child of my own, 
who had, from Inoculation, had a favourable Kind. 
Upon the tenth Day after the Operation the Boy 
Ikkened, and had the SmSi Pox, very favourably: 
About the fame Time the Girl grew pale, and loft 
her Appetite. This Indifpofttion continued for two 
or three Days, and then flic recovered. 

In both thefe Children, the Incifions, which were 
made only in one of their Arms, were extremely 
fuperncial, and inflamed in both as ufual : That in 
the Boy produced the variolous Fever and its Atten- 
dants, as is before-mentioned ,* but in the Girl occa- 
iioned only a Palcnefs and Lois of Appetite without 
a Fever, and one variolous Abfcefs in. one Part of 
the Incifion, fuch as is fometimes fecn in Nurfes, 
and inthofc who have attended Perfons in the Small 
Pox, who have had it themfclvcs before. Tins one 
Puftuie was a fufficicnt Argument of the variolous 
Matter taking Place, and endeavouring to excite the 
ufual Symptoms. 

Dr. Mead in his learned Treatife concerning the 
Small Pox takes Notice of a Woman's attending her 
Husband, who, a fliort Time before fhc expe&ed 
her Delivery, was ill of the Small Pox. As fte had 
undergone the Diftcmpcr herfelf a confiderable Time 
before, (he felt no Inconvenience therefrom 5 but 
upon her Delivery the Child was found dead, and 
its Body covered with the Small Pox, 

Thefe 



C 2 37 1 

Thcfe two Hiftories evince, that the Child before 
Birch, though clofely defended from the external Air, 
and enveloped by Fluids and Membranes of its own, 
is not fecurc from the variolous Infedion, though 
its Mother has had the Diftcmper before. They de- 
monftratc the very great Subtility of the variolous 
Effluvia 5 as we find tham capable either from their 
floating in the Air, and by their being taken in by 
the Inspiration of the Mother, or by penetrating the 
abforbent Veflcls upon her Skin, and thus mixing 
with her Blood, of exerting their Effe&s upon the 
Child : And we may obferve further from the firft 
of thefe Cafes, that it is pofllbleforthe Child to live 
through the Small Pox before its Birth ; as well as 
that after that Period under the before -mentioned 
Circumftanccs it is not liable to the Infedion again. 

The following Hiftory is equally remarkable with 
the preceding. 

A Lady of high Birth and Quality now living, 
well known to feverai Members of this learned Bo- 
dy, had the Small Pox to a great Degree when 
feven Months gone with Child ; notwithstanding 
which (he went her Time and was delivered of at 
Son, who did not appear to have upon his Body 
any Marks of theDiflemper. As this Lady had been 
feverely handled by the Small Pox, it was judged 
that her Child would never after be liable thereto* 
neverthelefs when about four or five Years old, he 
was attacked with the Diftempcr, but got very well 
through it, and is now alive. 

A Cafe in fome refpe&s refemblingthislaft is taken 
Notice of by Maurkeau*, who delivered a Woman 

of 

* See Maurucau fur les matadies desfemrms grofes, Cafe 576, 



[ * 3 3 ] 

of an healthy Child at her full Time, who during 
the fifh Month of her Geftation had had the Small 
Pox t:o a great Degree j although the Child, from 
any Marks of its Body, did not appear to have been 
affected with the Diftcmpcr. 

Thcfc Cafes arc the very PvCverfe of the former ; 
where though from Inoculation the mod minute 
Portion of Lint, moificned with the variolous Mat* 
tcr and applied to the flightly wounded Skin, is ge- 
nerally fuificicnt to propagate this Diftcmpcr; yet 
here we lee that the whole Mafs of the Mother's 
Blood, circulating during the Diftemper through the 
Child, was not fufficient to produce it. 

it generally happens, as we are informed by medi- 
cal Writers, and as I myiclf have feen in Practice, 
that if Women are delivered during the Courfc of 
the Small Pox, the Diftcmpcr of the ChiM does not 
keep Pace with that of its Mother, but is fubfcqucnr 
thereto. Thus the Child of the Lady, mention'd by 
the learned Di\ Mead*, who was brought to bed on 
the eleventh Day, when labouring under a very ma* 
Jignant Small Pox, was born without any Appearance 
of the Puftulcs $ but on the fourth Day after its Birth 
the Child was feized with Convulfions, and died at 
the Eruption of the Small Pox. And in a Woman, 
Vvhom I attended, and who was delivered of an ap- 
parently healthy Child upon the ninth Day of a di- 
ftina Small Pox, the Child was not feized until the 
eighth Day after its Birth, which is about the Time 
that the Infection would have taken Place, if it had 
been received from any other Quarter, independent 
of its Mother's having the Diftcmper before its Birth, 

From 

* Vide Traft* d: Farhlis, pag* 66, 



C 239 ] 

From thcfe Hiftories it appears, that the Child be- 
fore its Birth ought to be confide r'd as ,a fcparate, as 
a difrinft Organifation 5 and that, though; v; hotly 
nourifli'd by its Mother's Fluids, with reaaai <o the 
Small Pox, it is liable to be affeded in a v;iy Hire- 
rent Manner, and at a very different Time, ficm its 
Mother. 



X. The Cafe of Nicolas Reeks, who was 
born with his Feet turned inwards, which 
came to rights after being fome time vfed 
to ft crofs- legged. Tranfmitted from Wm . 
Milner, Efq\ at Poole, to Sir Peter 
Thompfon, Knt. F. R. 8. 



Read Dec. 'Xjlcolas Reeks was bom in the Town 
7- x 749- IV f <Poole y 1724. with both his Feet 
turn'd inwards. His Mother carried him to a Sur- 
geon, who upon Examination gave it as his Opi- 
nion that he was incurable. The Boy, as he grew 
up, was with great Difficulty able to walk, but al- 
ways on the outward Edge of his Feet and Heels, 
fo that he frequently fell down in walking, one Foot 
ftriking againft the other. 

His Parents being poor, in 173 jr. the Parifh put 
him Apprentice to Mr. Richard Mocket^ of the fame 
Town, Taylor, apprehending it the only Trade he 
could be fit for as a Cripple. His Shoes were made 
in a peculiar manner to lace on to his Legs, the 
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